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Abstract

From State—run Schools to Academies
—The Shift of Educational Focus in Ming and Qing Dynasties—

Liu Yanwei*

During Ming and Qing dynasties, the focus of education tended to
shift from state-run schools to academies. In the early years of Ming
Dynasty, a complete school system was established by the authorities.
However, the academies were excluded. And after the middle period of
Ming Dynasty, local officials and Tixue(}#%) began to seek some other
ways to cultivate talents which were beyond the state-run schools, and
recognized the status of academy as “supplementing the deficiencies of
schools”. In Yongzheng@#1F) and Qianlong@1%) dynasties, the development
of academies was promoted by the authorities support. With the
prominent advantages of academies in gathering scholars and teaching
scholars, the educational focus gradually turned to academies, which
brought about the idea that “the reality of teaching in schools is inferior
to academies”. The status of academy in the whole education system and
the changes of scholars’ concept towards academy have affected the
educational practice, and also influenced the formation of Chinese

modern education pattern ultimately.

‘ Key word : state-run school, Confucianism, academy, educational focus ‘
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