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Abstract

The Principal's Persistence to Confucianism under the

spread of Western learning in the Late Qing Dynasty
—A Case Study of Yu Yue's Activities

in the Guding Academy —

ZONG Yao*

In the late Qing Dynasty, under the changing circumstances of
Western powers invading China, Western Learning were introduced into
local education in order to save and strengthen the country. The
introduction of Western learning not only updated the educational
content, but also squeezed the living space of traditional Confucianism.
Facing the assault of Western learning, Yuyue, the principal of the
GuJing Academy, tried to break the predicament of Confucianism in
development and inheritance through the academy. Before 1894, when
the value of Confucianism in governing the country was still recognized,
Yu Yue hoped to compete with Western learning for the territory of
dissemination by revitalizing the practical functions of Confucianism in
the academy. After 1894, When the Westernization Movement failed and
the effect of Confucianism in saving the destiny of the country is
basically denied, Yu Yue sought to retain the academy as a base for the

continuation of Confucianism. Yu Yue's behavior shows at the time of

* Yuelu Academy, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, Hunan, China
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the collapse of the traditional political civilization order with "civilization
through humanities' as the main social governance method, the
principal group that had the dual responsibility of "defending the
doctrine" and "spreading the doctrine’, explored and considered the

future of Chinese national culture.

Key word, principal, Western Learning, Confucian education, Politicai Civilization
Order, national culture, Guding Academy, Yu Yue
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