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Abstract

Confucian Studies in the Edo Period and Society

. From the Perspective of Confucian Academies for Warriors

and the Kongzi Jiayu

Minamizawa Yoshihiko*-Chien Iching™

During the Edo period Japan was a status-based feudal society, and civil
service examinations were not used for appointing officials, as official posts
were basically hereditary. Warriors, who made up the ruling class standing at
the pinnacle of the pyramid structure of Japan's status-based society, had no
need to sit any civil service examinations, and yet they still received a
Confucian education. Why would this have been so? Schools that provided
instruction in Confucian studies during the Edo period were not called shoin
(Ch. shuyuan) 2§ or Confucian academies, but nonetheless they provided
various functions such as lectures, libraries, and religious ceremonies and
were, practically speaking, no different from shuyuan. Edo-period Confucian
studies occupy a quite important position when considering shuyuan in East
Asia and Confucian studies in East Asia. The growth of Confucian studies in
the Edo period and contemporary social trends were closely interconnected.
This article examines schools that provided instruction in Confucian studies,

the academic tendencies of Confucian scholars, teaching materials, school

* Lead author : Minamizawa Yoshihiko, Professor, Chinese Philosophy at
Kyushu University / nanze@lit.kyushu-u.ac.jp

* Co-author : Chien Iching, A senior researcher, Department of Philosophy
Faculty of Humanities, Kyushu University
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regulations, and so on. The schools that provided instruction in Confucian
studies during the Edo period did not just serve as Confucian academies for
warriors, and they also exerted considerable influence on society. In reality,
Confucian scholars of the Edo period were by no means solely preoccupied
with the Neo-Confucianism of Zhuzi's %+ school, and the Kongzi jiayu fL.45
2E too, was attracting the attention of Confucian scholars and warriors at the
time. Because this work had been a favourite book of Tokugawa leyasu 2|5
J#, it also found favour among warriors. What was the value of the Kongzi
jiayu? And how did scholars evaluate it? By considering these points, this
article examines changes in Edo-period Confucian studies and the core that
underpinned warrior society. In addition, it is also hoped that it will provide
a new perspective on the study of shuyuan in East Asia and make a small

contribution to it.

Key word : Edo-period Confucian studies, society, warriors, domanial schools, Confucian
academies for warriors, Ashikaga School, Tsukada Taiho, Kongzi jiayu
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